
 
ONLY IN AMERICA 

 
Only in America......can a pizza get to your house faster than an ambulance. 
 
Only in America......are there handicap parking places in front of a skating rink. 
 
Only in America......do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to the back of the store to get  
their prescriptions while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front. 
 
Only in America......do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries, and a diet coke. 
 
Only in America......do banks leave both doors open and then chain the pens to the counters. 
 
Only in America......do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in the driveway and put our 
useless junk in the garage. 
 
Only in America......do we use answering machines to screen calls and then have call waiting so 
we won't miss a call from someone we didn't want to talk to in the first place. 
 
Only in America......do we buy hot dogs in packages of ten and buns in packages of eight. 
 
Only in America......do we use the word 'politics' to describe the process so well:  'Poli' in Latin 
meaning 'many' and 'tics' meaning 'bloodsucking creatures' 
 
Only in America......do they have drive-up ATM's with Braille lettering. 
 
EVER WONDER 

 
Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin? 
 
Why women can't put on mascara with their mouth closed? 
 
Why don't you ever see the headline "Psychic Wins Lottery"? 
 
Why is "abbreviated" such a long word? 
 
Why is it that doctors call what they do "practice"? 
 
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor, and dishwashing liquid made with real lemons? 
 
Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker? 
 
Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour? 
 
Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food? 
 
Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections? 
 
You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes?  Why don't they make the 
whole plane out of that stuff? 



 
Why don't sheep shrink when it rains? 
 
 Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck together? 
 
If con is the opposite of pro, is Congress the opposite of progress? 
 
 If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal? 
 
------------------  
 
In case you needed further proof that the human race is doomed through stupidity, here are 
some actual label instructions on consumer goods: 
 
On a Sears hairdryer:  Do not use while sleeping.  (that's the only time I have to work on my 
hair). 
 
On a bag of Fritos:  You could be a winner!  No purchase necessary.  Details inside.  (The 
shoplifter special?) 
 
On a bar o f Dial soap:  "Directions:  Use like regular soap."  (And that would be how???....) 
 
On some Swanson frozen dinners:  "Serving suggestion:  Defrost."  (But, it's "just" a 
suggestion). 
 
On Tesco's Tiramisu dessert (printed on bottom):  "Do not turn upside down."  (Well...duh, a bit 
late, huh)! 
 
On Marks & Spencer Bread Pudding:  "Product will be hot after heating."  (And you thought???) 
 
On packaging for a Rowenta iron:  "Do not iron clothes on body."  (But wouldn't this save me 
more time?) 
 
On Boot's Children Cough Medicine:  "Do not drive a car or operate machinery after taking this 
medication."  (We could do a lot to reduce the rate of construction accidents if we could just get 
those 5-year-olds with head-colds off those forklifts.) 
 
On Nytol Sleep Aid:  "Warning: May cause drowsiness."  (And, I'm taking this because???) 
 
On most brands of Christmas lights:  "For indoor or outdoor use only."  (As opposed to, what?) 
 
On a Japanese food processor:  "Not to be used for the other use."  (Now, somebody out there, 
help me on this.  I'm a bit curious.) 
 
On Sunsbury's peanuts:  "Warning: contains nuts."  (Talk about a news flash) 
 
On an American Airlines packet of nuts:  "Instructions:  Open packet, eat nuts."  (Step 3:  
maybe, uh...fly Delta?) 
 
On a child's superman costume:  "Wearing of this garment does not enable you to fly."  (I don't 
blame the company.  I blame the parents for this one.) 



 
On a Swedish chainsaw:  "Do not attempt to stop chain with your hands or genitals."  (Was 
there a lot of this happening somewhere?) 
 
Now that you've smiled at least once, it's your turn to spread the stupidity and send this to 
someone you want to bring a smile to (maybe even a chuckle), in other words, repost this.  We 
all need to smile every once in a while. 
 
CAB RIDE 

 
On a business trip to India, I arrived at the airport in Delhi and took a taxi to my hotel, where I 
was greeted by my hospitable Indian host. 
 
The cab driver requested the equivalent of eight dollars U.S. for the fare.  It seemed reasonable, 
so I started to hand him the money.  But my host grabbed the bills and initiated a verbal assault 
upon the cabby, calling him a worthless parasite and a disgrace to their country for trying to 
overcharge visitors.  My host threw half the amount at the driver and told him never to return.  
As the taxi sped off, my host gave me the remaining bills and asked, "How was your trip?" 
 
"Fine, until you chased the cab away with my luggage in the trunk." 
 
FIRST SALUTE 

 
The first salute received by a freshly commissioned Second Lieutenant is always significant.  It 
symbolizes authority and prestige 
 
When I pinned on my new Air Force gold bars and stepped out to face the world, I encountered 
a staff sergeant. 
 
He gave me a snappy salute and said, "Good morning, Lieutenant.  Your hat is on backwards, 
sir." 
 
UP 

 
Lovers of the English language might enjoy this.  How do non-natives ever learn all the nuances 
of English? 
 
There is a two-letter word that perhaps has more meanings than any other two-letter word, and 
that word is "UP." 
 
It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 
awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP? 
 
At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?  Why do we speak UP and why are the officers UP 
for election and why is it UP to the secretary to write UP a report? 
 
We call UP our friends and we use it to brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver, we warm UP 
the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen.  We lock UP the house and some guys fix UP the old 
car. 
 



At other times the little word has real special meaning.  People stir UP trouble, line UP for 
tickets, work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses. 
 
To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special. 
 
And this up is confusing:  A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP. 
 
We open UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at night.  We seem to be pretty mixed UP 
about UP! 
 
To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look the word UP in the dictionary.  In a 
desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4 of the page and can add UP to about thirty 
definitions. 
 
If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is used.  It will take UP 
a lot of your time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with a hundred or more. 
 
When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP.  When the sun comes out we say it is 
clearing UP.  When it rains, it wets UP the earth.  When it doesn't rain for awhile, things dry UP. 
 
One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP, for now my time is UP, so, time to shut UP! 
 
NOT GOING TO CHURCH 

 
On a Sunday morning a mother knocks on her son's bedroom door and tells him it's time to get 
up and go to church. 
 
"I'm not going to church this morning," the son says. 
 
"You have to get up and go to church", says mother. 
 
"No, I'm not."  says the son. 
 
"Yes you are", says the mother. 
 
"No, I'm not.  They don't like me and I don't like them," says the son.  "Give me two good 
reasons why I have to go." 
 
"Number one, you're 55 years old and number two, you're the pastor!" 
 
HOT-HEADED GOLFER 

 
A hot-headed golfer with a penchant for breaking clubs was playing one day when he came to 
the 16th hole, where he faced an approach shot across a ravine. 
 
He said to his caddie, "What kind of distance do we have, son?" 
 
The caddie replied, "About 135, sir." 
 
"My 6 iron, please," said the hothead. 
 



His caddie replied,  "It's going to have to be either a 3 iron or 3 wood, sir.  That's all that's left in 
the bag!" 
 
MENSA CONVENTION 

 
MENSA is an organization whose members have an IQ of 140 or higher.  A few years ago, 
there was a MENSA Convention in San Francisco and several members lunched at a local cafe. 
 
While dining, they discovered that their salt shaker contained pepper and their pepper shaker 
was full of salt.  How could they swap the contents of the bottles without spilling and using only 
the implements at hand?  Clearly, this was a job for MENSA! 
 
The group debated and presented ideas and finally came up with a brilliant solution involving a 
napkin, a straw and an empty saucer.  They called the waitress over to dazzle her with their 
solution. 
 
"Ma'am," they said, "we couldn't help but notice that the pepper shaker contains salt and the salt 
shaker..." 
 
"Oh," the waitress interrupted.  "Sorry about that."  So she unscrewed the caps of both and 
switched them 
 
WHAT DON'T YOU HAVE? 

 
An elderly man went to the doctor for a visit.  "Doc," he says, "I am so stricken.  I have chest 
pains, headaches, back pains, nausea, arthritis, constipation, stomach cramps, ear-aches, 
burning in the eyes, congested lungs....." 
 
"Sir," says the doctor, "you complain you have so many things’ what DON'T you have?" 
 
The man answers, "Teeth." 
 
WON'T COOK 

 
I put a roast in the oven one noon hour and set the timer, a feature I hadn't used yet.  Before 
leaving work that afternoon, I phoned my 14-year-old son to ask him to check the roast and peel 
some potatoes.  Minutes later he called back. "Mom, the roast isn't cooked. The oven didn't 
come on." 
 
The roast was on the menu again the following day, but this time, since I stopped by the house 
after a business lunch, I decided to turn the oven on myself.  Again before leaving work, I called 
my son to check the roast and get the potatoes started.  Again he called me back.  "The roast 
still isn't cooked." 
 
"Listen," I said.  "I know the oven's on.  I turned it on before I left.  I didn't use the timer." 
 
"Oh, the stove's working fine," he told me.  "It's just that the roast is still in the refrigerator." 
 

LANDOWNER, BUT NOT THE CONTRACTOR 



  

SUBJECT:  DEQ File No.97-59-0023; T11N; R10W, Sec. 20; Lycoming County 
Dear Mr. DeVries: 
It has come to the attention of the Department of Environmental Quality that there has been 
recent unauthorized activity on the above referenced parcel of property.  You have been 
certified as the legal landowner and/or contractor who did the following unauthorized activity: 
Construction and maintenance of two wood debris dams across the outlet stream of Spring 
Pond. 
A permit must be issued prior to the start of this type of activity. 
A review of the Department's files shows that no permits have been issued.  Therefore, the 
Department has determined that this activity is in violation of Part 301, Inland Lakes and 
Streams, of the Natural Resource and Environmental Protection Act, Act 451 of the Public Acts 
of 1994, being sections 324.30101 to 324.30113 of the Pennsylvania Compiled Laws, 
annotated. 
The Department has been informed that one or both of the dams partially failed during a recent 
rain event, causing debris and flooding at downstream locations.  We find that dams of this 
nature are inherently hazardous and cannot be permitted.  The Department therefore orders 
you to cease and desist all activities at this location, and to restore the stream to a free-flow 
condition by removing all wood and brush forming the dams from the stream channel.  All 
restoration work shall be completed no later than January 31, 2006. 
Please notify this office when the restoration has been completed so that a follow-up site 
inspection may be scheduled by our staff. 
Failure to comply with this request or any further unauthorized activity on the site may result in 
this case being referred for elevated enforcement action. 
We anticipate and would appreciate your full cooperation in this matter.  Please feel free to 
contact me at this office if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, David L. Price District Representative and Water Management Division. 
========= 
Here is the actual response sent back by Mr. DeVries: 
========= 
QUOTE Re:  DEQ File No. 97-59-0023; T11N; R10W, Sec. 20; Lycoming County 
Dear Mr. Price, 
Your certified letter dated 12/17/02 has been handed to me to respond to.  I am the legal 
landowner but not the Contractor at 2088 Dagget Lane, Trout Run, Pennsylvania. 
A couple of beavers are in the (State unauthorized) process of constructing and maintaining 
two wood "debris" dams across the outlet stream of my Spring Pond.  While I did not pay for, 
authorize, nor supervise their dam project, I think they would be highly offended that you call 
their skillful use of natures building materials "debris."  I would like to challenge your 
department to attempt to emulate their dam project any time and/or any place you choose.  I 
believe I can safely state there is no way you could ever match their dam skills, their dam 
resourcefulness, their dam ingenuity, their dam persistence, their dam determination and/or 
their dam work ethic. 
As to your request, I do not think the beavers are aware that they must first fill out a dam 
permit prior to the start of this type of dam activity. 
My first dam question to you is:  (1) Are you trying to discriminate against my Spring Pond 
Beavers, or (2) do you require all beavers throughout this State to conform to said dam 
request? 
If you are not discriminating against these particular beavers, through the Freedom of 
Information Act, I request completed copies of all those other applicable beaver dam permits 



that have been issued.  Perhaps we will see if there really is a dam violation of Part 301, Inland 
Lakes and Streams, of the Natural Resource and Environmental Protection Act, Act 451 of the 
Public Acts of 1994, being sections 324.30101 to 324.30113 of the Pennsylvania Compiled 
Laws, annotated. 
I have several concerns.  My first concern is, aren't the beavers entitled to legal 
representation?  The Spring Pond Beavers are financially destitute and are unable to pay for 
said representation -- so the State will have to provide them with a dam lawyer.  The 
Department's dam concern that either one or both of the dams failed during a recent rain 
event, causing flooding, is proof that this is a natural occurrence, which the Department is 
required to protect.  In other words, we should leave the Spring Pond Beavers alone rather 
than harassing them and calling their dam names. 
If you want the stream "restored" to a dam free-flow condition please contact the beavers -- but 
if you are going to arrest them, they obviously did not pay any attention to your dam letter, they 
being unable to read English. 
In my humble opinion, the Spring Pond Beavers have a right to build their unauthorized dams 
as long as the sky is blue, the grass is green and water flows downstream.  They have more 
dam rights than I do to live and enjoy Spring Pond.  If the Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Protection lives up to its name, it should protect the natural resources 
(Beavers) and the environment (Beavers' Dams). 
So, as far as the beavers and I are concerned, this dam case can be referred for more 
elevated enforcement action right now.  Why wait until 1/31/2006? The Spring Pond Beavers 
may be under the dam ice then and there will be no way for you or your dam staff to 
contact/harass them then. 
In conclusion, I would like to bring your attention to a real environmental quality, health, 
problem in the area.  It is the bears!  Bears are actually defecating in our woods.  I definitely 
believe you should be persecuting the defecating bears and leave the beavers alone. 
If you are going to investigate the beaver dam, watch your step!  The bears are not careful 
where they dump! 
Being unable to comply with your dam request, and being unable to contact you on your dam 
answering machine, I am sending this response to your dam office. 
THANK YOU, 
RYAN DEVRIES & THE DAM BEAVERS  

 
LOVE CAMPAIGN 

 
The young suitor was determined to win the heart of the girl he wanted to marry, in spite of her 
rejection of his proposals a number of times. 
 
He began what can only be called "campaigning" and sent her a small token of his affection to 
her house every day for a month. 
 
Soon, the young lady fell in love with the UPS driver. 
 
WONDERING 

 
Why is it that people say they "slept like a baby" when babies wake up every two hours? 
 
If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing? 
 
Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are flat? 



 
Why do banks charge a fee on "insufficient funds" when they know there is not enough? 
 
Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars, but check when you 
say the paint is wet? 
 
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 
 
Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but ducks when you throw a revolver at him? 
 
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 
 
Whose idea was it to put an "S" in the word "lisp"? 
 
What is the speed of darkness? 
 
Are there specially reserved parking spaces for "normal" people at the Special Olympics? 
 
If the temperature is zero outside today and it's going to be twice as cold tomorrow, how cold 
will it be? 
 
If it's true that we are here to help others, what are the others doing here? 
 
Do married people live longer than single ones or does it only seem longer? 
 
Do you cry under water? 
 
How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be a good idea to put 
wheels on luggage? 
 
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars to look at things on 
the ground? 
 
Did you ever stop and wonder...... 
 
Who was the first person to look at a cow and say, "I think I'll squeeze these pink dangly things 
here, and drink whatever comes out?"  
 
Who was the first person to say, "See that chicken there, I'm gonna eat the next thing that 
comes outta it's bum." 
 
Why do toasters always have a setting so high that could burn the toast to a horrible crisp, 
which no decent human being would eat?  
 
Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the freezer?  
 
Why do people point to their wrist when asking for the time, but don't point to their bum when 
they ask where the bathroom is? 
 
Why does your Obstetrician, Gynecologist leave the room when you get undressed if they are 
going to look up there anyway? 



 
Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto remains on all fours?  They're both dogs! 
 
Can blind people see their dreams?  Do they dream? 
 
If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests? (This one kills me!) 
 
If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables, then what is baby oil 
made from? 
 
If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons? 
 
Why do the “Alphabet” song and “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” have the same tune? 
 
Stop singing and read on . . . . . . . .  
 
Do illiterate people get the full effect of Alphabet Soup? 
 
Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, he gets mad at you, but when you take 
him on a car ride, he sticks his head out the window and loves it? 
 
Does pushing the elevator button more than once make it arrive faster? 
 
BROKEN BONE 

 
While leading a tour of kindergarten students through our hospital, I overheard a conversation 
between one little girl and an x-ray technician. 
 
"Have you ever broken a bone?" he asked. 
 
"Yes," the girl replied. 
 
"Did it hurt?" 
 
"No." 
 
"Really?  Which bone did you break?" 
 
"My sister's arm." 
 
SKINNY PEOPLE! 

 
Skinny people irritate me.  Especially when they say things like, "You know, sometimes I just 
forget to eat."  Now I've forgotten my address, my mother's maiden name, and my keys.  But 
I've never forgotten to eat.  You have to be a special kind of stupid to forget to eat. 
 
BAD GOLFER 

 
A golfer took his tee shot and watched the ball sail into the woods.  His next shot went into a few 
trees.  He tried again and managed to hit the ball over the fairway and into more trees.  Finally, 
after several more shots, he ended up in a sand trap. 



 
Throughout his ordeal, he was under the watchful eye of the local golf pro. 
 
"What club should I use on this shot?" he asked the pro. 
 
"I don't know," the pro replied.  "What game are you playing?" 
 


